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5 P 8 A L * XVIII. 51. 


| GREAT PROSPERITY GIVETH HE UNTO 118 KING, AND SHEWETH 


| LOVING- KINDNESS UNTO DAVID HIS ANOINTED, AND UNTO HIS : 


"SEED FOR EVERMORE, | N 


5 T H E Ea or the aMiQtion « of i; can never ceaſe „„ 


to involve the firſt feelings of their people. So much of the 


1 general welfare depends on the felicity which fills the ſeat of Go- , © 
| vernment, or, if it did not, ſo much veneration naturally ſubſiſts 
in every breaſt, whether rude or civilized, for thoſe who have the 
rule over them, that if we are bidden to rejoice with them that do 
rejoice, and to weep with them that weep, in common life, every 
Tivelieſt ſenſibility muſt be awakened to participate in the calamity | 


or r the } Joy which attends a Throne. 15 


But the Text goes to a more extenſive ſentiment, which carries 
from man to the Almighty that regard to the perſonal felicity of his 


Vicegerents — earth, if their characters are at all worthy of any 
e Portions 


4 


avs 8 —— w 


4. 


portions of . David had every reaſon to ſpeak of this i in every 
ſtrength of expreſſion. He had been the very nurture of Heaven; 
he had enjoyed the immediate ſelection of God, and had felt the 
divine fayour continually attendant on his ſteps, which had carried 
him through all circumſtances, and protetted him in all dangers. 


On his part, he did not diſappoint this divine predilection. It is | 


thus recorded of him: He did that which was reght in the eyes of the 


Lord, and turned not afide from any thing that God commanded him 


5 all the days of his life, ſave only i im the matter of Uriah the Hit te . 
, He was therefore embraced : as the man after God's S Own, heart ig 


But David v was aby r no means a : ſingle tine of this happy expe. 
| rience. i It Was not neceſſary that every Prince ſhould be @ man 

8 after God's g 0207 heart, 1t was enough that he was the Lord's anoint- 

ed, to feel that ſpecial ſuccour of the Almighty Providence, that 


Fa ſpecial regard t to his perſonal comfort, that tenderneſs for his errors, 


- and that backwardneſs to ſeverity for his faults, which to reflect 
ing minds were ſufficient to have made good men of them all. 


Through the whole number of thoſe, whom ſacred hiſtory records 


on the Throne of his peculiar people, either in the lines of Ifradl 


or of Tu daß, wherever any portion of good was found, that good 
was conſtantly met by every mark of divine good- will which 


might improve it; it never failed to cover a multitude of fins, = 
leaſt to ſuſpend greatly the exerciſe of divine diſpleaſure ; it hath 

been rewarded by that expreſs interpoſition of Providence, which 
hath removed a dangerous diſeaſe, in the caſe of Hezechiah ; it 


| hath prolonged the Sovereignty in that family for certain genera- 5 
tions to come, in the caſe of Jehu ; it hath ſaved for a time a 


* 1 Kings, XV. 5. + Ry" eg X111, 41 Acts, x III. 22. 


whole | 


1 


whole reprobate people, and put off the deſtruction of wicked 


Jeruſalem, in the caſe of Joſiah; it hath given to the individual, 


In whom that portion of good hath been found, as in the caſe of 


 Abijah the ſon of Jeroboam, the honours of a burial, when not 
another of his family, devoted for their extreme wickedneſs, hath 
been ſuffered to go to the grave. Thus hath the divine pleaſure met 
the manifeſtations of any better character in the Princes of his peo- 
ple. And where their characters have been abſolutely bad, where 
their more notorious diſobedience, or perverſion of their princi- 
ples, have neceſſitated his determination to rend the Sovereignty 
from their immediate line of ſucceſſion, he hath done it with that 
|  poſtponing hand, which hath generally choſen rather to wear 
them out by the ordinary termination of life, than at once to cut 
them off. Saul with many others experienced this, and Solomon 
experienced more. His groſs idolatries muft incur a forfeiture of 
the Sovereignty, as far as was conſiſtent with the divine promiſes - =; 
do his Father, that his feed for evermore ſhould fi ft upon the throne. 1 
„ Almighty therefore did not make that Prince a living mon 
maent of his anger; he did not break his ſcepter ignominiouſly be- | 
fore his own eyes; laying i in his claim to do himſelf viſible juſtice 
for thoſe idolatries, he let him go to his grave in peace; he left to 
his ſon a remnant and a ſhred of the Sovereignty, as a token of his 


dne ſolitary tribe, while he gave 
away ten others to a ſtranger, who formed from thence the ſepe | 


abuſed good-will to the family 


: — line and kingdom of ä 


If you * that this train of diving nn ſo far as the 


line of David was concerned, flowed chiefly from the ſpecial lov- 
ing-kindneſs with which =. Lord remembered that faithful ſer- 
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(65) 


vant : Then, take the leſſon i in that view. A good King was enabled, 
by the general worthineſs of his character, to ſecure his Throne to 


a long poſterity, in ſome inſtances profligate enough, and to tranſmit 
to them an unfailing protection in the providence of God, though 
he could not tranſmit his own virtues unimpaired. The race of 
Princes through the earth have therefore an additional argument 
here to hope for that divine favour to their Perſons and their Go- 
vernment, where that foundation has been laid before them, and a 
. powerful ſpur to decome themſelves, as much as poſſible, the 
founders (if I may ſo ſpeak) of fo precious a Providence to 
their poſterity. For the leſſon now be fore us reaches, in all its 
aſpects, to every Throne in the world. It was more marked in- 
died in the events of ſacred hiftory, becauſe amidſt the regal Go. 
vernment of the Jews there never ceaſed that ſupreme theocracy, 5 
1 15 which the Almighty exerciſed over all by his Prophets. We can 
5 expect the ſame evidences of his divine adminiſtration in the 
1 Kingdoms of the Heathen world at large, becauſe they knew him 
not, and conſequently no proper impreſſions of himſelf could be 
made upon their minds. But let us believe, that in the Kingdoms 85 
of his Son Fe efus Chriſt, by whom the world has been enlightened to : 5 
| ſee and know his all- pervading providence, and formed anew into 
a peculiar people *, the ſame Almighty F ather overlooks with the 
ſame. cler eye the ſituations and circumſtances of his pre- 
ſent Vicegerents upon earth, as well as of ad that governed his e 
” e of Eat and Judah. - 


Their common ſituation is replete with the ſame cares and diffi- * 
culties, which may plead to Heaven at all times for that ſpecial 


Titus, cap. ii. v. 14. 


benignity 


(-#F-3 


benignity of Providence. The management of Empires i is not 


like that of individual concerns, be they ever to extenſive. Nei- 
ther are they both ſatisfied with the ſame meaſure of underſtand- 


ing, nor do they equally reſt in the ſelf. direction of thoſe. Who 


conduct them. In the moſt abſolute ſituations of Government, 


that ſelf. direction cannot ſafely be puſhed to every length; and in 


fituations the beſt- modelled for the aids of Counſel, thoſe who may 


adviſe are not always either the wiſeſt or the honeſteſt that might 8 
have been ſelected. The ſentiments therefore of a people, nay, 
their very humours, and not only of the general public, but of 
: parties and factions, will evermore furmiſh embarraſſments to the 
beſt underſtandings and the beſt intentions of thoſe that rule them, 
and will often render that which was difhcult before 6 = 


. — 


But the difficulties end « on a a Sovereign-ſtation a are not pet EO 
ſeen. Truth is one of the firſt bleſſings given to man for the con- 
dudt of life, and eſpecially where he is placed in the exerciſe of 
important truſt: This bleſſing is the very laſt that is given to be. 5 
known by Princes. To be neceſſitated to ſee with the eyes =: 
others certainly balances to the general ranks of men, if any = 
| thing can, thoſe ſplendors which leave every other individual in 
the country ſo far below them. How greatly then muſt the cala- 
mity be increaſed, when inſincerity occupies the place of confi- 
dleence; when ſiniſter intrigue diſguiſes the natural and juſt face of 
| things, and perhaps precipitates into meaſures of rueful impolicy ; 
when the moment of wiſdom and of honour is ſunk in the misfor- 
tune of miſguided ſimplicity ; and, what is worſe than all, perhaps 
in that moment the foundation i is laid in wickedneſs for the unde- | 
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„ Ez 
ſerved ſacrifice of character which no time may be able to deve- 
lope? | 


G any cee below a Crown exhibit theſe feelings * 


full? Can any others conſequently, through all the diverſified. 
ranks of ſociety; ſtand equally forward for that ſpecial favour of 
| Heaven, which conſiders, ſpares, ſuccours, protects and ſaves with 
9 loving kindneſs proportionable to the arduouſneſs of duty? And 
what is the leſſon read to us in that exerciſe of the Almighty Provi- 
dence to thoſe, who ſtand not more in the higheſt than the moſt. 
difficult of human ſituations? Surely that we give them not only our 
_ reverence, but our love, our kindeſt affections, if there be any 
thing amiable and good about them; that we be merciful and libe- 
ral towards them, as our Heavenly F ather is merciful and liberal; 


that we ſincerely condole with them on every occaſion which brings 


5 diſtreſs; that we fly to prayer and ſupplication for their comfort z 
eo from the God and Father of all conſolation ; and that we rejoice with 


5 joy unſpeakable, whenever that comfort is reſtored, whenever felicity 5 


reviſits their hearts, and ace their dwellings. : 


That moment is now dof us. We have ſeen our' rad: graci- 5 
ous Sovereign afflicted by the ſoreſt viſitation of ſickneſs: We have 


been witneſs to the loving-kindneſs of the Almighty, who hath 
compleatly reſtored him: We cried unto God in our common diſ 
treſs, that he would heal him, and he hath done fo: And the piety 
= of this reſtored Sovereign hath called on us now to unite with him 


in fervent thankſg givings for the gracious providence: vouchſaſed. 


03.) 


Can we look upon it in any other light than as a moſt ſignal Pro- 


vidence? 'Tis little to ſpeak of it on the common principle, though 
perfectly correct, that health and life are evermore the ſpecial gifts 


of Providence, without whom not a ſharrow can fall to the ground. 
It is not enough to look at it as a great and intereſting ſalvation ac. 
compliſhed to a great and good Prince. National events dependant # 
on the moment might perhaps lift us to more marked ideas of this 
Providence, and there are who would be ſatisfied with it in chat : 
View, without looking farther: Undoubtedly the view 1s ſtrong, 
: and every way equal to the concluſion ; for awful was the moment 
: beyond diſpute, and in ſome circumſtances as critical as ever hung 


up the minds of men in the hiſtory of nations: On all fides there- 


fore, allowing all ſides to be chriſtian, the iſſue mult be ſet down 
as a Providence. But we mean not to enter into theſe things ; rt 
5 befits not us, and eſpecially in this place, to mingle the adjuſtment 
of political concerns with that much nobler ceconomy of Divine 
Governmcut, which will flow more pertinently from our tongue, 


A and furniſh leſſons more ſuitable to the purpoſes of a devout al- 


kd ſembly. Never did a people commit themſelves more decidedly 
to a dependance on a Providence than we did 1 in our addreſles to 


Heaven for the mercy which demands our preſent thankſgiving : 


We begged of the Almighty that he would hear us, and 20 fhew 
that he heard us, by granting this bleſling ſo near to our hearts, 1 
was the warmth of genuine fecling, the fervour of confident piety. 3 
Once it might have appeared queſtionable, even on the. cleareſt 
aſſurances of a Providence, and conſiſtently with the moſt ſolid 
principles of its regular adminiſtration, whether the Infidel might 
: not taintingly have derided us with the fallacy of our ideas, and As 
B a the 


— ä —— — 


— 4 


— — a a a. 


( 10 ) 


the futility of our devotions. If the prayers of a righteous man avail 
.* much, ſurely (he might have ſaid) the prayers of a whole nation, 
and forarighteous man, muſt prevail ſtill more, and fully ſuc- 
ceed. They have ſucceeded : And the Chriſtian principles 
are ſafe, The Believer now triumphs in the iſſue, which hath giv- 
en him a proof, that he, who was the God and Saviour of Heze- 
chiaſi, till lives to ſee the diſtreſs of a worthy Prince, to raiſe him 
from the bed of ſickneſs, to give him renewed life, and to hear and 
gratify the ſupplications of an affectionate people. The calmeſt 
and moſt rational man, poſſeſſing any portion of religion, finds his 
ideas of an Univerſal Superior warmed and invigorated by the teſt 
(if 1 may uſe the expreſſion) thus put on the part of man, and 
„ anſwered o rapidly as it was, in truth, anſwered here on the part ; 
N God. In the caſe of Hezechiah, the divine healing was not be. 
- ſtowed but through the viſible medium of medicinal application. 5 


Vet how ſimple was the medium, and how quick the cure? If you | 5 
8 take the difference between a fever on the body and a fever on the 


mind, the cure accompliſhed on the Britiſh Monarch was bardly 3 
: less rapid than that which was obtained | by the King of * Judah. 
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Vet what a Se e was chat which preceded this 10 Re- = 
covery, where cataſtrophes as ſevere. as this are perhaps leaſt ex- 
pected, and certainly meet thoſe who are to bear them leaſt pre- 
pared! Sorrows are always in proportion to their reverſe. 1 
ſcale, which contracts enjoyments, diminiſhes the extent and 
weight of their loſs. In private life the acceſſion of troubles is 
alleviated not only by that participation which attends the famili- 


arity and friendſhip of intercourſe, but by that aſſiſtance in many 
circum- 
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| circumſtances, which parallel ſituations have in their power to 


beſtow. Let it be added too, that in all the claſſes of private life 
_ enjoyment is ſo apt to be darkened by ſome croſs and wayward 
experience or other, that a great portion of affliction is lightened by 
the idea that it miglit be expected. But ſhall we ſingle out, in com- 
mon theory, a royal palace for the eaſy houſe of mourning? In 
| thoſe walls, where all is bliſsful, tranquil, and reciprocally kind, 
as uniform virtue, chearful decorum, and exemplary manners can 
; harmonize, conceive deſolating malady to enter in a moment, like 
a hurricane, and lay all felicity waſte. Who ſhall ſupport that 
affectionate Conſort, who ſees the conſtant and dear partner of all 
her virtues levelled in an inſtant by diſeaſe, which not only ſepe- 
rates from the affection that would watch over it, but thr eatens to 
render vain all the efforts both of affection and ſkill? Who ſhall 
dry up the tears of thoſe broken-hearted children, females eſpe- 
5 cCially, the natural inheritors of all that Was moſt ſplendid and moſt 
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highly proteſted, but now bereft at once both of a protector and i 


a father— 


thrown in a moment ſom all their natural proſpects 0 
to look . perhaps with envy, on the humbleſt orphan around 
them, who finds ſomewhere or other, ina kindred or a ſtranger- Col 
heart, new fathers and protectors riſe in the ſincerity of feeling "oY 
that can approach their ſorrows, and will relieve them? How e 
= - bring our minds, not to enumerate, but to reflect upon, the 
tedious hours of deſolating grief endured by theſe the beloved 
objects of a moſt tender huſband and father ?——hours of grief 
made more ſevere by the apprehenſion, which hath too often been 
realized in ſimilar ſituations, that the devotion, which hath been 
induſtrious even to ſlavery to attract the notice of royal power, 
0 2 r hath 


hath not been found even in outand ceremony, when that power 


hath been thrown into ſhade.——Is it human nature conlined ts 


no particular age and country, or is it the fate of Sovereignty;. 
that it ſhall ever be attended by inſmoerity? that the pitiful han- 
kerings of ſelfiſhneſs, and the impatience for bread to feed, not 


natural appetites, but falſe and extravagant ones, are incapable of 


ſorming any fall affections for virtue in its moſt ſhining examples? 
that cheſe will ever ſhift not only with every actual migration 
of ſupreme power, but with the earlieſt ſymptoms of it, and in 
that ſhifting wil eternally ve embraced and. trulted.; 2. 


= 


Theſe experiences in their utmoſt ſtages have been, happily for 


a all ſides, averted by the providence | of God. But the bleſſings 
vouchſafed by that providence in this event are far more precious 
than ſuch temporal eſcapes. For nobler and more laſting purpoſes, 

we truſt, our beloved Monarch hath been ſuffered, in the language 
ol the Pſalmilſt, to awake as one out of ſleep : He hath gen. we 
doubt not, in the ſpiritual | ſenſe of the next words. of the ſame 
” ſacred penman, as @ giant refreſhed with wine—invigorated and made 
ftronger by thoſe moral and religious reflections, to which his breaſt = 
hath never been a ſtranger, but which may now probably, be eſta- 
bliſhed there with more immoveable root—that as; in the mutual 
influence of mind and body, ſickneſs like his argues no ſpecial i = 
flirmity, ſo the underſtanding will readily abandon every feeling of 
peculiar depreſſion from thence: It is no more extraordinary that 
the bile or a fever ſnould reach the brain than any other part of the 


body; nor is there more cauſe from thence for the Freedoms of the 


reviler, but infinitely more cauſe for generous. concern, than if 
theſe or any other bodily affections cauſed the amputation of a limb. 


But 


(18 


But a recovery like his is one of the ſtrongeſt prooſs that can be 


vouchſafed, under an ordinary Providence, of the ſpecial favour, | 
and love, and bleſſing of the Almighty t to his perſon and govern- 
ment. Excepting therefore the temporary ſufferings of ſickneſs, 
his ſickneſs hath been gain, as it hath opened to his contemplations 
a treaſure of mercies, from the divine Diſpoſer of all things, which 
may reaſonably fill his breaſt with a treaſure of comforts. I heſe 7 
reflections he will naturally cheriſh at all moments, looking =. 
continually to the divine Spirit of Grace for thoſe recruiting alliſ. 
danccs which may feed thoſe comforts for ever within him, and tothe 
TY ſacred word of his Redeemer for his beſt aſſurances that thoſe com- 
forts are ſolid. And while, in his preſent experience of them, He 
commemorates the divine bleſſings i in the words of David, (which 7 
2 we truſt he may « do in the full extent of the letter) great proſperity — 
El giveth he unto his King, and fheweth loving-kindnefs : unto his anointed, 
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TY and to his feed for evermore ; let us make the ſong of Simeon our own. | 
: thankſgiving: bleſſed be the Lord God of Ifr acl, for he hath viſited and 1 


redeemed has people, and hath raiſed up a mighty alvation for us in the 
5 houſe of his ſervant, to continue the mercies ſhewn to our forefathers, = 


fat we might ferve him without fear, in holineſs and | righteouſneſs : 


5 before. him all the 5 9 our r life. 
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